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The dynamic environment of 21st-century education is influenced by the interaction 
of knowledge, values, and technology, which affects how learners and educators engage in 
academic and social contexts. This edition of LUKAD examines these intersections, 
showcasing research that elucidates the intricate aspects of literacy, leadership, equity, and 
pedagogical innovation. The articles collectively demonstrate the importance of 
comprehensive, learner-centered methodologies that are sensitive to varied contexts, ethical 
considerations, and the rapidly evolving technology landscape. Within this discourse, Abenes 
(2025) articulates how Rizal’s philosophy of education embodies a dialectical understanding 
of oppression and freedom, anticipating key insights later developed by Paulo Freire. This 
perspective situates education not merely as transmission of knowledge, but as a 
transformative practice that cultivates critical consciousness, moral agency, and the 
affirmation of human dignity—core elements that reveal the critical pedagogical traces 
embedded in Rizal’s educational vision. 

The underlying theme arising from this issue is the role of literacy as both a foundation 
and a stimulus for learning. The Alalay sa Literasiya-Pagbasa Project and Tematikong 
Pagtuturo Tungo sa Interaktibo at Panghabambuhay na Pagkatuto sa Klaseng Synchronous 
exemplify the transformative capacity of systematic, evidence-driven interventions in 
education. The study demonstrates that integrating quantitative evaluations with participant 
perception surveys can substantially improve reading fluency, comprehension, and overall 
academic performance using adaptive instructional strategies and learner-centered pedagogy 
(Abiva et al., 2025; Villanueva, 2025). These findings underscore the necessity of tailoring 
instructional approaches to accommodate individual student needs while consistently 
evaluating the efficacy of the teaching, in alignment with Vygotsky's concept of offering 
support within the Zone of Proximal Development. Esteban et al. (2024) underscore the 
difficulties in reading literacy in the Philippines, stressing the necessity for the incorporation 
of digital technology in reading education to connect with students' interests and enhance 
literacy outcomes. Moreover, Maarouf's (2025) analysis of emerging technologies in literacy 
education highlights the capacity of digital tools such as AR/VR to improve student 
engagement and literacy advancement; however, teacher readiness continues to pose a 
difficulty. Furthermore, Mariana and Nurjanah (2023) emphasize the significance of teacher 
digital literacy in implementing creative, student-centered pedagogical approaches, essential 
for effective literacy instruction. 



Lukad: An Online Journal of Pedagogy 
Volume 4 Issue 2 (December 2025) 1 – 3 

 

 

2 
© 2025 De Vera, J. 
ISSN 2799-0435 
  
 

 

 

       

Beyond foundational skills, developing a culture of values-based and ethically 
informed leadership is equally essential. A closer look at spiritual values and intelligence in 
student leaders reveals the impact of attributes like empathy, integrity, and accountability on 
motivation, decision-making, and team dynamics (Honrubia et al., 2025). The research on 
Filipino teachers addressing bullying illustrates how their professional identity is influenced 
by cultural values, revealing that attributes such as resilience, dignity, and external 
perceptions enable teachers to maintain ethical standards and positively affect their 
communities. These contributions underscore the need of moral and social development in 
conjunction with cognitive and technical skills, in accordance with holistic education ideals 
(Luansing et al., 2025). Furthermore, Rajput (2025) examines how digital leadership might 
enhance value-based education by integrating ethical and social ideals into digital learning 
settings. Conversely, Charles and Papadaki (2025) investigate ethical leadership in technology 
integration, emphasizing the necessity of contextually responsive leadership to tackle digital 
inequities and foster inclusive learning environments.  

The challenges of equity and access in higher education are prominently highlighted. 
Garo's (2025) discussion of Adorno's concept of the "culture industry" illustrates how forces 
like globalization and market-oriented policies can inadvertently marginalize Indigenous 
learners, restricting their access to quality education and culturally respectful instruction. This 
critical viewpoint encourages contemplation of the social obligations of educational 
institutions, advocating for the establishment of inclusive frameworks that protect the rights 
and possibilities of all students, especially those from historically marginalized populations. 
Charles and Papadaki (2025) discuss the significance of ethical leadership in ensuring 
equitable access to digital resources and fostering digital literacy. This study illustrates the 
significance of culturally responsive pedagogy. Structural Inequities in Higher Education 
emphasizes the digital divide and the necessity for inclusive, equitable education, especially 
with digital transformation in higher education (Rajput, 2025). The review by Mariana and 
Nurjanah (2023) emphasizes the need for coordinated policy initiatives to enhance teacher 
digital literacy and mitigate digital divides, hence providing equitable educational 
opportunities. 

Finally, the integration of technology and instructional effectiveness provides a more 
sophisticated understanding of digital learning. A study examining the correlation between 
teachers' and students' ICT knowledge revealed that mere technological proficiency does not 
ensure enhanced academic performance; instead, strategic and contextually appropriate ICT 
utilization is essential for success in science education (De Ramos et al., 2025). Siahaan et al. 
(2024) undertook a thorough examination of technology's impact on education, including its 
implications on pedagogy and the importance of digital literacy and teacher professional 
development. Despite the focus on technological literacy in addressing the digital divide, it is 
imperative to help students in effectively and responsibly navigating the digital landscape. 
This preparation is vital for bridging the digital divide, as technological leadership propels 
ICT integration through capacity-building initiatives while also considering environmental 
constraints and facilitators, including infrastructure, resource equity, and institutional culture 
(Yang et al., 2025). 

Collectively, the studies presented in this issue of LUKAD demonstrate a commitment 
to developing evidence-based, ethically grounded, and socially relevant education. Whether 
they are discussing literacy, leadership, equity, or technology, these contributions emphasize 
the full scope of learning and the need for interventions, policies, and practices that respect 
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both human and cognitive development. We are grateful to the authors, reviewers, and 
editorial team for their devotion to ensuring that the journal remains a platform for significant, 
transformational work. 
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