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Abstract 

 
This paper argues about the banality of evil that is exhibited in making sense of 
the Martial Law years. In the present time, sentiments about the Martial Law 
years projected as the good old days are continuously espoused. On the 
contrary, scholars and historians Primitivo Mijares, Ricardo Manapat, and 
Teresa Encarnacion-Tadem have continued to raise the chaos and deaths that 
the Marcos regime has implemented. This turmoil became possible because of 
the absence of opposition against the Martial Law, the reduction of the nation 
to a “few”, the accomplices in the polarity of the rich and the poor, the role of 
technocrats in the regime and their subsequent alienation. From these 
conditions, the loss of thinking, the economic roots, and the rise of private 
concerns gave birth to a banality of evil during the Martial Law period. With 
the presence of banality of evil to describe the situation, one can see that the 
abuse of the Martial Law is not just the problem of perspective but an omen for 
the country.   
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Introduction 
 

On September 12, 2012, Benjamin Pimentel wrote an article in The Philippine Daily 
Inquirer entitled, “To young Filipinos Who Never Knew Martial Law and Dictatorship”. In 
this, he narrated to the present generation how life was during the Martial Law years. First, 
it was a nightmare that made Filipinos oust Ferdinand Marcos (Pimentel, 2012). According 
to Pimentel, given the abuses that transpired during those times and the control that the 
regime has on every aspect of their lives, the Filipino realized the problem that they are in. 
Second, those who were voicing out against the Marcos government were silenced, tortured, 
or killed. However, these are questioned by two crucial objections in response to how those 
times were depicted (Pimentel, 2012). First, Bongbong Marcos, the son of Ferdinand Marcos, 
argued that Philippines would have become another Singapore if there was no EDSA I (Sy, 
2011). Second, the supporters of Ferdinand Marcos claimed that the Martial Law Years are 
considered the good old days when people are happy and peaceful (Pimentel, 2012). This 
was supported in an article made by Whaley (2016), where many Filipinos who were 
interviewed thought of the Martial Law years as the “golden years”. This is contrary to the 
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report of Lanzona (2015) who emphasized the problems of labor and agricultural credit 
problems leading to an economic failure. 

In 2016, Ferdinand Marcos was laid to rest in the Libingan ng Mga Bayani in a 
private ceremony which was branded as a “Black Friday” by the Anti-Marcos burial 
petitioners (Santos, 2016). The Marcos family was given permission by the Supreme Court 
even if there were petitions filed against the proposal for Ferdinand Marcos to be buried in 
the said cemetery (Reformina, 2016). This resulted to massive protests (Hincks, 2016). 

2020 came. The congress approved the bill for the celebration of the birth of Marcos 
in Ilocos Norte (Perez-Rubio, 2020). Senate President Vicente Sotto III argued that a bill of 
local application is not debated upon as far as the Senate is concerned (Subingsubing & 
Salaverria, 2020). Given these actions, how do we make sense of the EDSA Revolution that 
we celebrate every February 25? 

With all of these, the family of Ferdinand Marcos told their critics to move on 
(Cepeda, 2018). For David (2018), the Martial law regime cannot be reduced between the 
feud of the Marcoses and the Aquinos since it is a regime that took advantage of the people 
through a strongman rule. One cannot simply tell to move on and to dismiss the atrocities of 
Martial Law as implemented by Marcos (Tan, 2019). With commentaries from David and 
Tan, one cannot dismiss the public impact of the Marcos regime. Since there are those who 
clamor that these are the golden years, it is important to understand what transpired during 
these years. 

Having these in mind, this paper argues that those who are forwarding ideas about 
the Martial Law years as the promise of full glory are afflicted by “banality of evil”. In an 
article written by Barbaza (c. 2015) in The Philippine Daily Inquirer, it is not anymore, a 
“banality of evil” but forgetfulness of evil. The discussion about the Martial Law years 
veered in the present time with the post of Fr. Ranhilio Aquino in Twitter about the present 
generation against Marcos without having an actual experience under the person. From this, 
one can see how the experience of Martial Law under Marcos became a battle of experiences 
among people. Since there is a conflict of experiences, there is a possible trivialization of evil 
since it is not true for all. Given these issues that surfaced, this paper argues that the Martial 
Law experience of certain people cannot be forgetful of evil since it borders on the problem 
of the will to recognize it as evil. To expound on this, certain literature about the Martial 
Law years were consulted. Afterwards, the concept of banality of evil of Hannah Arendt 
was explored. This paper employs an application of a concept in making sense of the events 
that transpired.  

I. The Martial Law Years according to Mijares, Manapat, and Encarnacion-Tadem 

 When it comes to the literature in understanding the Martial Law years, two books 
have become crucial titles, and they are The Conjugal Dictatorship of Ferdinand and Imelda 
Marcos by Primitivo Mijares and Some are Smarter than Others: History of Marcos Crony 
Capitalism by Ricardo Manapat. These two books are some of the established nonfictions in 
understanding the days of Martial Law under Ferdinand Marcos (Rifarael, 2018). In addition 
to these two, the work of Teresa S. Encarnacion Tadem, Philippine Politics and The Marcos 
Technocrats: The Emergence and Evolution of a Power Elite, can also be considered as an 
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important literature as it explored the role of the elites who allowed Marcos to do whatever 
he pleased. 

1. Primitivo Mijares and The Conjugal Dictatorship of Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos 

In his The Conjugal Dictatorship of Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos, Primitivo Mijares 
narrated the problems that the regime caused. “Mijares, a former National Press Club 
president who became a trusted aide of the late dictator, had written an insider’s account of 
the Marcoses’ excesses in the book, “Conjugal Dictatorship…” and disappeared soon after 
its publication” (Zamora, 2017). This showed how problematic the regime has become from 
a person who worked as a former media czar (Cabato, 2017). In this book, he described the 
scenarios that paved the way for the implementation of the Martial Law. 

A. The Absence of Challenge 

The surprising scenario in the imposition of Martial Law is the absence of challenge 
from the opposition showing that the people from the opposition are aware of it (Mijares, 
1976). From this statement by Mijares, one can see the stark contrast that occurred in the 
country with the imposition of Martial Law. On one hand, one can assume that those people 
who were in power already had a knowledge of Martial Law's possible imposition and it 
was simply a matter of time until it happened; on the other hand, the people who were not 
in power grappled with surprise since this was something unexpected. 

“Perhaps the most worrying possibility of all has become a reality; the possibility 
that politicians, so engrossed in their politics of survival, including the employment of 
private armies and corrupt money-making ventures, have lost all of control of themselves to 
resist the imposition of Martial Law” (Mijares, 1976 p. 88). From this description of Mijares, 
one can see that Martial Law happened since it was “allowed” even by the politicians, 
especially the critics of Marcos, as a way of remaining in power. In this case, the imposition 
of Martial Law is a manifestation of a deep problem in the lives of people holding public 
office. The failure to oppose the imposition stems on personal motives.  

Though the politicians may have “allowed” the implementation of the Martial Law 
as a way of retaining power, a different perspective is operational among ordinary citizens. 
The people have become tired of unresolved issues in the society and the scandals 
committed by politicians (Mijares, 1976). Ordinary people are continuously affected by 
issues that may cause detriments to their everyday conduct of life. This shows the difference 
of politicians from the rest. Politicians worry about their stay in power. Meanwhile, ordinary 
people worry about the maintenance of their life that is disturbed by the chaos surrounding 
them. They accepted the imposition openly given the events happening back then; however, 
there are voices emphasizing that the chaos is part of a plan concocted by the government 
(Mijares, 1976). From this scenario, the acceptance of Martial Law among the people is a way 
of removing the disturbances that continuously affected their life. Though there are 
recognitions that such dilemmas are manufactured, it can be perceived that the people gave 
in to the imposition to save their individual lives from further disturbances.  
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B. A Nation reduced to “A Few” 

After World War II, the country was stricken with different issues such as unequal 
wealth distribution, the myth of social order and graft and corruption but no president 
before Marcos exploited the situation by implementing Martial Law (Mijares, 1976). Since 
the liberation of the Philippines, the issues that dominated the country had its climax with 
the introduction of Martial Law. This resulted to the birth of the “New Society". 

However, this “New Society” is centered on the conjugal dictatorship of Ferdinand 
and Imelda. Those who adhered to the them became rich and powerful (Mijares, 1976). In 
this manner, the management of the country became accessible to the few close circle of the 
first family. Any challenge to this power would face the might of the armed personnel. This 
escalated the problem of law and order in the country. “At least 9,000 victims of human 
rights violations were monitored by the Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) 
from 1969 to 1986” (ABS-CBN, 2018). Included in these numbers are crimes against property 
and the abuses committed by the military (Mijares, 1976). These actions would be crucial for 
the clique and the cronies especially in their hold of power. They used their alliance with the 
regime to forward their own interests in the society with no plans of change to offer in the 
country (Mijares, 1976). The description of the policies during the time of the Martial Law 
catered within the circles of Ferdinand and Imelda. The persons-in-power have changed, but 
the habit of self-interest has not (Mijares, 1976).    

With the destructive habit of self-interest affecting the country, division among the 
citizens increased. Mijares (1976) stated that his “greater fear is that the irreversible 
mechanism set into motion by the imposition of the Martial Law will in the long run bring a 
far greater curse on the nation and all its citizens” (p. 720). These words are crucial with the 
impact of the Martial Law in the country, which is the reduction of the country in the hands 
of the few produced problems in understanding the plight of others.  

2. Ricardo Manapat and The History of Marcos’ Crony Capitalism 

 In the book Some are Smarter Than Others: The History of Marcos’ Crony 
Capitalism, the financial gain of the Marcos family during their leadership was analyzed. 
Marcos’s Crony Capitalism used politics in exchange for material gain (Manapat, 2020). The 
immense wealth of the First Family during those times centralized on the use of power to 
acquire properties in a national scale. This wealth had its sources in polarity of the rich and 
the poor and in the accomplices for such polarity. 

A. The Polarity of the Rich and the Poor 

Ricardo Manapat emphasized the polarity of the rich and the poor with the power 
wielders and their victims. Those in power worked on their self-interests while those not in 
power are susceptible to abuses (Manapat, 2020). This is a form of polarity happening 
between those in power and those not in power especially with the question of poverty. 

Few studies on the state of income and wealth distribution during the Marcos regime 
were made though these studies showed a high degree of inequality (Manapat, 2020). This 
inequality in income and wealth distribution can be used to understand the privileges 
enjoyed by those in power especially those who are close to the Marcoses. However, if one is 
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outside of their circle, one fights for survival to meet the basic needs. In this scenario, one’s 
relationship to the seat of power is crucial for one to maintain his or her privileges. There is a 
reason why there are few studies made on poverty and wealth, especially with income and 
wealth distribution, during those times. Information about poverty was curbed to uplift the 
government while scandals were concealed with utmost care to avoid public uproar 
(Manapat, 2020). The power of data in showing the reality of the situation could cause an 
uproar to the people. For this reason, the government tried its best to make the people 
believe that policies are working well while taking more from the people.  

The suppression of data is critical for the regime to last long. “The intellect can 
sometimes refuse to function when it encounters events which our psychological makeup 
presumes impossible” (Manapat, 2020, p. 50). Since there is no data sufficient enough for 
people to think that something is wrong, people would assume that things are all right. This 
shows the problem of transparency in the government in order to remove dissents and 
questions against the implementations of the policies. Once an individual becomes 
conscious, the reality of the situation will be revealed (Manapat, 2020). Given that there is an 
omission of data, there is no condition for people to think that poverty has become a crucial 
problem in the Philippines during the Marcos regime. In this scenario, the people in power 
would continuously loot and deceive the people as their victims while the victims would 
think that they are not working enough to maintain their daily needs.   

B. The Accomplices for the Polarity 

This polarity is blurred by the legitimators acting as accomplices in justifying the rule 
of the Marcoses. This group provided the theoretical schema through which Marcos’s crony 
capitalism was justified, passing laws favoring the economic interests of those close to 
Marcos, controlling the courts, monopolizing the media, corrupting the accounting and law 
professions (Manapat, 2020). With this scope of control, one can see how the polarity 
between the people in power and the people not in power was facilitated. 

Marcos and his allies exercised their control over the national economy similar to a 
private property (Manapat, 2020). The role of cronyism resulted to a conditioned 
appreciation of the Marcos policies though it is the self-interest close to Marcos that is being 
fleshed-out. To ensure that this conditioned appreciation will not be questioned, enemies of 
the regime are removed. “Members of the political opposition, politicians as well as 
students, grassroots organizer, were jailed, some undergoing torture and savaged beatings 
which eventually lead to death” (Manapat, 2020, p. 73). In this case, elimination of the 
possible sources of dissent are carried out efficiently and effectively. 

While the enemies of the regime are being removed, the allies of the regime are being 
placed in top positions. Media was opened when the relatives of Imelda and Ferdinand’s 
friends are in ownership of broadsheets and stations for radios and televisions (Manapat, 
2020). The main role of the media in relaying information to the public is maintaining the 
“goodness” of the regime. In addition, the Supreme Court tolerated the dictatorship with 
Marcos appointees in it; trusted people were put in key government positions which 
included relatives and friends (Manapat, 2020). From these descriptions, the whole country 
was beholden to the Marcos with all of their appointees in almost every aspect.  
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In this case, the accomplices of the regime created a new oligarchy for the 
maintenance of power. The old oligarchy depended on export crops and other privileges 
while the new oligarchy depended on the patronage of the Marcos government (Manapat, 
2020). In this scenario, oligarchy was transformed from a product-based wealth to a loyalty-
based wealth. As long as loyalty is in place, one is assured of his or her survival. As the old 
adage goes, one must not bite the hand that feeds him or her. 

3. Teresa S. Encarnacion Tadem and the Rise of the Marcos Technocrats 

 In the book Philippine Politics and The Marcos Technocrats: The Emergence and 
Evolution of a Power Elite, the role of technocracy during the Martial Law years is 
important. Technocracy is a decision-making arm of the government in giving solutions 
with technical expertise (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). In this manner, the government will 
acquire people with specialization as an answer to problems that plague those who are 
governed. These include scientists, engineers and others who have special and technical 
training in strategic disciplines for the development of the nation. Though technocracy 
pertains to specialization, its political aspect cannot be avoided. “Technocracy is brought 
into a state generally shaped by patrimonial politics in which the pathway to power is 
through personal networks and connections, which in turn is determined by one’s political 
and economic leverage” (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019, p. 8). As a result, one’s position in the 
government is not just a product of one’s expertise but a product of political affiliations or 
elitism. These were made possible through the education that they received. However, these 
technocrats can be understood in two ways: first, the role of the technocrats in the regime; 
and second, the alienation of the Technocrats from the majority of the society. 

A. The Role of the Technocrats in the Regime 

In the pre-Martial Law years, the vital role of education was emphasized by the 
United States of America. “The colonial policy perpetuated a mass public education that 
would inculcate technical skill and training that would produce the needed professionals 
not only for the state bureaucracy but also for the business community” (Encarnacion 
Tadem, 2019, p. 64). With this mandate, the cultivation of talents in the country bordered on 
the administration of the state and the development of financial capabilities. Technocrats 
were molded through the appearance of public education giving opportunities from the 
upper and lower classes (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). The capability to educate a person is no 
longer reliant with the personal wealth of the family but with the capacity of the 
government.  

“Pre-Martial law technocrats pursued in their studies was how to improve the 
profitability, effectiveness, and efficiency of capitalist model” (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019, 66). 
With this emphasis on the reliance to the power of the capitalist system, generation of 
money in the form of national policies became crucial for those who are studying abroad. 
However, the Filipino technocrats have another agenda in mind especially with their class 
background. For those who are in the upper-class, their training would augment the 
economic interests of their families while those in the middle and lower classes would use 
their training for academic careers and interests of business community (Encarnacion 
Tadem, 2019). In these cases, their personal interests would still be present against the 
enormous role that they have to play in the development of the Philippines. 
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With the technocrats playing key roles in the development of the country, the advent 
of the Marcos administration proved to be a threat to them. Technocrats who can be political 
adversaries were removed by the president (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). This shows how 
powerful the technocrats have become in their creation of policies. In this case, Marcos 
wanted to remove the possible threat in his hold of power. The remaining technocrats were 
known to have no plans for political positions against Marcos (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). 
This shows that removal from the government happens due to one’s political ambition and 
not due to one’s incompetence.  

The role of the technocrats in the placement of the Martial Law is undeniable. The 
imposition caught the technocrats off guard proving that they are insignificant and they are 
not a threat against Marcos (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). Since the remaining technocrats are 
no longer a threat to Marcos, he was confident that no one would question neither his 
implementation of the law nor the policies that will play in the maintenance of power. Since 
the technocrats were successful in the implementation of the policies they wanted through 
the help of Marcos and his allies, a certain penchant for authoritarianism would be critical to 
dispense civil and political rights to give way to economic expediency (Encarnacion Tadem, 
2019). The tragedy of the technocrats stemmed on accomplishing their job at the expense of 
the people. Since there are no challenges against the government, the economic policies are 
easier to be implemented and supported. In addition, the technocrats rationalized the 
dictatorship since they will not meddle with certain branches of the government 
(Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). This emphasizes the advantages of the regime for the 
technocrats. They will not be affected by politicians with personal interests since the power 
is already centered in Malacañang.  

B. The Alienation of the Technocrats  

During the implementation of the Martial Law, the technocrats encountered a 
different situation for enacting policies. They were compartmentalized to policy making and 
removed of access with key players in the economy (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). In this 
sense, the technocrats were limited to the wishes of the president and his allies.  More so, 
limiting the engagement of the technocrats removes them from becoming influential since 
they are only subservient to the power in Malacañang.  

“Despite their seeming success, the technocrats were either oblivious to or simply 
ignored the political machinations of Marcos in perpetuating himself in power” 
(Encarnacion Tadem, 2019, p. 207). This description about the technocrats showed their loss 
of concern when it comes to the possible abuse of power by the regime. Instead of going 
against the abuse of power, they assisted in such abuse by doing their best in their careers. 
However, this careerist mindset would also prove problematic among the technocrats with 
the removal of their influence to other politicians. They were dispensable (Encarnacion 
Tadem, 2019). 

“Besides being disregarded by Marcos, their economic policies alienated them from 
the vast majority of the Philippine society, which were the peasantry and the working class” 
(Encarnacion Tadem, 2019, p. 208). This emphasizes more the priority of the technocrats in 
making the best careers that they could have. Rebellion only rose given the neglect that they 
had adds Tadem. The technocrats do not have the skill to discuss with other people the 
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cause of their situations. This only made a faction of the business community attracted to the 
communist movement given that there are disagreements with the technocrats’ vision 
(Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). This shows the disapproval of the technocrats from certain 
personalities in the business community. They are not subservient for the development of 
the country but subservient to the requests of Malacañang.  

Given the actions exhibited by the technocrats, these emphasized the lack of political 
awareness from these professionals. This emanates from an atmosphere of technical 
knowledge and disinterested politics (Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). In this case, the role of the 
technocrats in the passage and maintenance of Martial Law cannot be ignored. Since they do 
not have political ambitions, they resorted to silence to maintain their stature. Technocracy, 
in this sense, has an authoritarian inclination by relying on connections of the family 
(Encarnacion Tadem, 2019). From the behavior of the technocrats, one can see a mistrust of 
process by which people can question the legitimacy of a policy to be implemented. The 
authoritarian bent that the technocrats adhere is the immediate implementation of policies 
reliant on personal connections.   

III. Banality of Evil and Its Meaning 

 The term Banality of Evil was mentioned only once in the report of Hannah Arendt 
(1964) in documenting the trial of the Nazi officer named Adolf Eichmann (p. 252). This evil 
is a reflection of Arendt as a correspondent for The New Yorker. However, the description 
of evil as banal, especially the evil of a Nazi officer, caused controversy. Arendt saw a 
murderer with no malicious intention contrary to the stereotypical picture of a Nazi as a 
monster (Aharony, 2019). From the standard description of an evil coming from a Nazi 
official, there is always a desire to do evil. However, the encounter of Arendt with Eichmann 
in documenting the trial gave a possibility that participation in an evil action, such as the 
atrocities of the Nazis, can be done out of ignorance. This possibility of evil in the person of 
Eichmann caused an uproar to her readers and to the Jews. She was branded as a naïve 
individual and irresponsible to other Jews (Humphreys, 2020). For the people who went 
against banality of evil, they cannot find the coherence of Eichmann’s ignorance to the 
millions of deaths under his administration of the concentration camps. However, Arendt 
did not mind the criticisms hurled against her. For her, there is a basis for the ignorance of 
Eichmann as the trial happened. To give credence to this ignorance, the infamous Nazi 
officer narrated how he joined the Nazis as interpreted by Arendt in her work. The 
following are noted in the report as Eichmann narrated his story: 

1. “May 8, 1945, the official date of Germany’s defeat, had become significant for him mainly 
because it then dawned upon him that thenceforward he would have to live without being a 
member of something or other” (Arendt, 1964 p. 32). In this statement from Arendt, one can 
see that Eichmann joined the Nazis since he lacked meaning in his life. Since he is a joiner, 
he did not inspect the ramifications of being a Nazi especially with its impact on the Jews. 
However, these revelations from Eichmann were dismissed by Arendt as ambitiousness. 
“What Eichmann failed to tell the presiding judge in cross-examination was that he had been 
an ambitious young man who was fed up as a traveling salesman” (Arendt, 1964, p. 33). 
From this description of Arendt, Eichmann was in search of meaning in life that he cannot 
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find in his previous employment but fulfilled in the Nazis; choosing a blind eye over the 
atrocities in favor of his career. 

2. “The longer one listened to him, the more obvious it became that his inability to speak 
was closely connected with an inability to think, namely, from the standpoint of somebody 
else” (Arendt, 1964 p. 49). In this scenario, Arendt recognized that Eichmann cannot go 
beyond himself in understanding the plight of other people. This is consistent in his 
interactions with the Jews whom he administered in camps. The statements from Eichmann 
in describing his everyday interactions came from his continuous use of stock phrases and 
self-invented clichés (Arendt, 1964). In addition to the incapability of Eichmann to transcend 
his very own self, he is guarded by catchphrases that would not question the validity of his 
work for the Nazis. No communication was possible with him, not because he lied, but 
because he was surrounded by the most reliable of all safeguards against the words and 
presence of others, hence against reality as such” (Arendt, 1964 p. 49). 

As expounded, evil can come from thoughtless individuals and not just monsters 
(McCraw, 2016). In this description, banality of evil gave a different interpretation of evil by 
emphasizing the thoughtlessness of an individual. Meanwhile, thoughtlessness and 
knowledge are different. Eichmann was knowledgeable. He was not stupid at all since he 
was able to answer the allegations against him (Arendt, 1964).  However, his capacity to 
understand the affliction of the other person lapsed (Mahony, 2018). This is a result of a 
passive acceptance of events without questioning their bases causing evil effects (Young-
Bruehl, 2006). With this definition in mind, three important features of such evil are 
important to discuss: the inability to think, the economic root of banality of evil, and the rise 
of private life against public life. 

1. Inability to Think 

Evil deeds without conviction are phenomenal shallowness (Bowen-Moore, 1989). In 
this definition from Bowen-Moore, evil is primarily understood as a desire to be done. 
However, banality of evil is not a product of desire. The reality of evil expounded by Arendt 
through banality of evil purged evil of its immensity. In this case, it was born out of a 
personal concern ignorant of the implications of such concern.  

Moral issues can happen not just through mere conviction but also to strict 
observance of duty (Berkowitz et al, 2010). In this definition, evil is primarily understood as 
a product of certain ideology. However, evil can also be born out of duty and not just out of 
ideology. Such duty borders on the loss of the possible effects that one’s actions could bring 
to other people. Duty becomes a private concern. Since this is born out of a private concern, 
cooperation becomes the action for one to commit such evil since it is centralized on duty. 
This kind of evil is not born out of desire to actually commit such action. Duty with the 
inability to think results to immorality. Immorality stems from an obsession to accomplish 
one’s duty without reflecting on the repercussions of such actions in a larger scale. 

Banality of evil is a display of a functionary’s participation in the destruction of 
millions without the inherent desire to do so and the lack of reflection to ponder on such 
actions (Hartouni, 2012). This description shows the unconsciousness of a person who 
committed the unthinkable by narrowing it down as a performance of a job. Since it is 
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narrowed as a job, the person involved cannot see the bigger picture he/she is putting 
himself/herself into. 

2. Economic Root of Banality of Evil 

For Peg Birmingham, it is not just following the laws that made Eichmann commit 
such banality of evil. It is also rooted in the economic situation. Critics of Arendt argue that 
she overlooked the anti-Semitism of Eichmann without thinking about the careerism 
inherent in him (Nys & de Wije, 2019). In this discussion of banality of evil, Birmingham 
pointed out the crucial role of economic stability for a person as evil as Eichmann to appear. 
With this, evil happens not as a product of a desire to do it but an economic excess. This is 
consistent with the description of Eichmann as written by Hannah Arendt. He did not tell 
the judge that his ambitiousness made him resign as a travelling sales man since he is 
already fed up (Arendt, 1963). 

Eichmann became a crucial piece to the Nazi machinery of evil since he was looking 
for a personal meaning in life through work. His ambitiousness made him blind to the 
atrocities he committed. More so, his obsession with his career lead made him oblivious of 
the pain and suffering that he became an accomplice with. This is a form of economic 
superfluousness “becoming thoughtless functionaries in the production” (Nys & de Wije, 
2019 p. 157). In this argument, the atrocities of a Nazi cannot be encapsulated only as a 
hatred of the Jews. It is also possible that evil happens since one is a gear that allowed such 
hatred to escalate into the extermination of the Jews. One becomes a connecting piece for 
such atrocities to continue.  

3. The Rise of Private Concerns in the Society 

 For Dossa (1984), banality of evil should be contextualized in the private realm rather 
than the public realm to understand the term better. The author added that public realm is 
the locus of community distinguished to care for fellow citizens while private realm is an 
instinctual individualism marked by the disposition to advance self-interest. By 
understanding banality of evil as a private realm, it shows how evil operates in the society 
through individualism and self-interest which is exhibited by Adolf Eichmann.  

“In the picture that Arendt paints in the barest of colors, Eichmann emerges as an 
outstandingly private man obsessed with his career to an extraordinary degree” (Dossa, 
1984 p. 169). In this discussion, banality of evil happens in the society once the private 
interests of an individual were prioritized against the collective interests. In this case, there 
is no such thing as the “other” but only the “self.” This would be manifested in a careerist 
mindset fueled by personal motivations of enrichening one’s self. There is no public life for 
this person. Citizenship is reduced to an individual. Banal evil is void of the public life since 
it caters only to the self. With this, one’s sense of membership with the other people is 
diminished. Instead of a common world, a plurality of worlds teeming in individualism 
created distance to other people.  

“In Nazi Germany, it was the triumph of this self-interested privacy which 
predisposed men to systematically and routinely perpetrate perhaps the most unspeakable 
crimes in human history” (Dossa, 1984, p. 170). With these statements in mind, the actions of 
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Eichmann became possible since the political system of Nazism maintained it. His personal 
motivations drove him to act on things without reflecting on the actions that these would 
inflict in the long run. However, Eichmann is not the only one. There are also people around 
him motivated by the same personal goals. Their political system made them focus on their 
individual lives and careers so that they can disregard the situation of other people in favor 
of their very own survival. In this case, self-interested privacy results to a horrible tragedy 
(Dossa, 1984). 

IV. Banality of Evil and the Martial Law 

The works of Mijares, Manapat, and Encarnacion Tadem served different purposes. 
Mijares provided the pre-Martial Law and during the Martial Law contexts. Manapat 
provided the post-Martial Law data especially about the people involved with the regime. 
Encarnacion Tadem showed the role of the technocrats in maintaining Martial Law. Given 
these different frames, they converged toward the loss of willingness to confront the evil of 
the Martial Law by acting as its gears in serving the regime. 

1. The Inability to Think during the Martial Law period 

 When it comes to the imposition of the Martial Law, Mijares proved that many 
politicians and people in power were aware of it. However, this made significant figures 
lose their capability to think about its possible effects especially that their positions are at 
stake. In addition, the reduction of the nation to a few resulted to a control of mindset in the 
country since self-interest has taken hold of the people.  

 From the account of Manapat, the inability to think is a result of the polarity between 
the rich and the poor. With few published studies on the issues of poverty created, there are 
no avenues for people to think that they are in a dire situation. The loss of data is an 
assurance for people not to think otherwise of their situation. In addition, this loss of data is 
facilitated by legitimators. Enemies are removed and silenced in order to remove 
possibilities in other people’s minds. As long as the allies of the regime are in notable 
positions, no one would dare question the situation. 

 Following Encarnacion Tadem’s narrative, certain technocrats proved to be a tragedy 
in thinking. Though they were trained abroad and knowledgeable of their craft, they were 
lacking in the capability to halt the regime in doing whatever it wants. To retain their 
positions, they did not question the situation and resorted to rationalizations. In addition, 
their sense for thinking shrunk with the removal of their consulting powers in other 
government agencies and other sectors of Philippine society. These actions resulted to 
problems that affected many due to their inability to think. 

2. Economic Root of the Martial Law 

Mijares' account stated that the political problems of the Philippines have been 
existent since the end of World War II. However, these problems have economic roots. The 
Martial Law, under Marcos, is the culmination of the problems that existed before. 
Corruption has been proliferating in the Philippine society but it reached its peak during the 
Marcos regime. The politicians allowed the Martial Law since they need to maintain their 
economic leverage while ordinary people did not question the imposition of the Martial Law 
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due to many issues affecting their occupations. In addition, the Martial Law made the 
selected few extremely rich and powerful. 

For Manapat, the polarity of the rich and the poor along with the accomplices to such 
polarity showed the economic situation of the country. Lack of data was used to hide the 
wealth of selected few while ordinary people continue to struggle in their everyday lives. To 
exacerbate the situation, accomplices are needed to control the behavior of ordinary people. 
In this case, the Philippine economy worked for the benefit of the selected few of the regime. 

In Encarnacion Tadem's book, the technocrats and their economic interest was 
questioned. It can be noticed that the rise of technocrats during the Martial Law was rooted 
on their personal interests in the guise of national interest. Their role in the regime was not 
just facilitating the requests of Marcos and his allies but also retaining their personal 
welfares especially with their families’ interests. This was the reason why they continue 
amidst the alienation they got from the government. 

3. The Rise of Private Concerns during the Martial Law 

 With the discussion of the inability to think and of the economic roots that propelled 
the regime, there can only be a destruction of public life which gave birth to a multitude of 
private interests. This is evident in the accounts of Mijares, Manapat and Encarnacion-
Tadem. 

Given the account of Mijares, the non-rejection of the inspiration of the Martial Law 
and the reduction of the nation are crucial features in the rise of private concerns in the 
country.  Since the Filipinos accepted the imposition of the Martial Law without challenge, it 
showed how centered on the private lives are the ordinary citizens and public officials. In 
addition, the placement of allies of Marcos in different positions showed how the country 
was made to work for the interests of the few in the guise of national interest. 

With Manapat, the polarity of the rich and the poor as facilitated by the accomplices 
became crucial in the progress of private interests disguised as crucial government policies. 
In this scenario, the powerful continue to enrich themselves while the poor struggle to 
maintain their livelihood whatever it takes. The work of the accomplices is crucial to 
maintain different private interests at play. 

The private concerns of the technocrats became essential in the proliferation of the 
Martial Law, according to Encarnacion Tadem (2019). With the role of technocrats in the 
regime and their alienation in the society, this demonstrates that their position in the 
government is not just to extend the power of the regime but to propel their own interests.  

 
Conclusion 
 
 The debate on how to interpret the Martial Law years continues until this day. As 
emphasized by Mijares, understanding what really transpired during the Martial Law years 
will continue to haunt people. Consistent with the recent events that transpired involving 
the Marcos family proved how prophetic Mijares has become especially as a former media 
czar of the Marcos regime. Parallel with his documentation, Manapat and Encarnacion 
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Tadem emphasized as well the number of people who benefitted from the regime starting 
from the relatives, cronies or people who did not dare question the propaganda of the 
regime. With the involvement of people in the hierarchy of the dictatorship, the regime 
continuously pillaged the Filipino people in a national scale. Those who benefitted thought 
only of their careers and self-preservation under the Marcos hierarchy.  

 With these in mind, such operations can be understood as banality of evil. Though 
the people under the Marcos regime are knowledgeable as documented by Encarnacion 
Tadem, with all of their degrees hailed from the assistance of the America in helping with 
the education program of the country, they cannot understand the plight of their fellow 
Filipinos during those times. They cannot understand the issues of people outside of their 
elite circles. Their education proved how their use of knowledge was used for their personal 
gain and self-preservation. Along with these, their duties have been to perform efficiently 
and effectively since they are just following orders and the laws which they did not dare 
question. 

 The Marcos regime was successful in destroying the public life in the Philippines. By 
shattering the country into different “private” concerns through disinformation and 
concealment of crucial details as Mijares is concerned, individualistic and self-interests 
became crucial features in the country especially for the people faithful to the Marcos 
regime. There are no collective interests during the Martial Law years. As proven by Mijares, 
Manapat, and Encarnacion Tadem, becoming rich, successful, and powerful became 
significant for certain people by being faithful to the regime. True enough, there will be 
continuous debate on the quality of life during those years since the private concerns 
eclipsed the public life. It continues to be a battle of experiences from those who suffered in 
the regime and those benefitted from it. One’s experience is different from another – a 
crucial display of how broken is the public life during those times. In this scenario, the 
country was transformed as an archipelago of private interests. 

Today, we are seeing people argue about the comfort of their personal lives during 
those times against the facts established and transpired publicly about the regime. This is a 
banality of evil that is founded on the idea of comfort making the capacity to understand 
problematic. What we should be careful of is a banality of evil that is regionalist in nature. 
Are we ready to see local celebrations in the provinces of politicians who are proven to be 
criminals nationally? Though this may be a question, it cannot be denied of the warning that 
it poses as well. 
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